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Mustang Express 

...From The Desk Of The Principal 

James McGee Elementary School 
Wendy Lechelt-Polster, Principal 

March 2018 
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coupon and 

send it to 
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Read for 
20 

minutes 
every 
day! 

Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 
Spring is coming!  The school year seems to be speeding by so quickly.  We have a 
very busy month ahead of us, with many opportunities for students to learn and 
grow!  A few items that we’d like to make you aware of include:  
 
Spring Parent-Teacher Conferences: In an effort to maximize instructional time, 
spring parent-teacher conferences at the elementary schools will be limited to one 
day.  Elementary conference day has been scheduled for Wednesday, March 14th and 
we will have an early release of 12:30 on this day in order to accommodate additional 
time for conferences.  Your child’s teacher will be contacting you if a conference is 
recommended for your child. Conferences will not be necessary for all students.  
Parents will receive communication about their child’s current progress as report 
cards will be sent home with all students.  Parents can request additional copies of 
report cards by contacting our school.  As always, you are encouraged to reach out to 
your child’s teacher if you have any questions or concerns about your child’s pro-
gress in school.  
 
Author Visit: We are excited to have author Dan Gemeinhart visiting our school on 
March 13th.  Dan is the author of some very popular books, including The Honest 
Truth, Some Kind of Courage, and Scar Island, which are aimed at the middle grade 
levels.  However, he is a dynamic speaker and will have much to share about reading 
and writing, with all of our students. Dan is from Washington state and has been a 
teacher and librarian at the elementary school level for over 14 years! 
 
Classified Appreciation Week (March 12th-16th): Our schools cannot function 
without the critical work of our classified employees!  From building custodial staff, 
nutrition services workers, bus drivers, and paraeductators (who work with students 
in small learning groups AND monitor crosswalks and playgrounds), these support 
staff members make a positive impact on the school community and the lives of our 
students!  Thank a classified staff member this week!!  
 
McGee CARES:  This month we are focusing on “effort,” one of the most important 
characteristics in our McGee CARES expectations.  Effort fits in perfectly with our 
focus on a growth mindset.  One of the things we have been focusing on is setting 
goals and making a plan to reach our goals.  A goal without a plan is just a wish, so 
teaching students how to set goals and come up with concrete steps to achieve those 
goals is important in a growth-oriented school or classroom.  Effort, or trying our 
best and persisting when things are difficult, is a great strategy for reaching our 
goals!  
 

Mrs. Lechelt-Polster 

Principal 



Mustang P.T.O. 
Supporting James McGee Elementary 

Contact us at  
mcgeevolunteers@yahoo.com 

  Us on Facebook 
“Mustang PTO” 

Monthly P.T.O. Meeting 
The next monthly PTO meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, March 1, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. in the library. 
 
Topics:     
 * Introduction of New Board Members 
 *  Fiesta Read and Run 
 
 Every child whose parent attends the P.T.O. 
meeting will have their name put in a drawing 
for a book.  They will also be given one dollar 
of Mustang Money. 

 

PTO Store 
Hours 

 

 Fridays (before 
school) 

 8:40-9:00 a.m. 

 
As McGee’s School Counselor, I work closely with stu-
dents individually, in the classroom, and in small groups. 
Right now, I’m serving over 60 students in counseling 
small groups and loving it!   
 
Counseling small groups are for students from all back-
grounds and abilities and include a range of topics such as 
friendship/social skills, motivation/empowerment, family 
changes, grief/loss and emotional management.  Small 
groups are a way to build connection between students and 
encourage valuable communication and problem-solving 
skills that can help them in class, on the playground and 
even at home.  Students usually come away from small 
group with a feeling of success towards their goals—and 
better friendships!  Counseling small groups meet once a 
week, for 30 minutes, for 4-8 weeks.   
 
I’m very excited about a new small group curriculum I’m 
using this year that teaches mindfulness skills. Students are 
learning about awareness, brain basics, coping skills, and 
kindness through mindfulness practices such as breathing 
exercises, guided relaxations, movement activities, setting 
intentions, practicing gratitude, and creating happiness hab-
its.   
 
True or False?  The only students who participate in coun-
seling small groups are those with lots of office discipline 
referrals. (False!) 
 
Did you know?  Parents, teachers and administrators can 
refer students for small group counseling, but in order for 
students to participate, I must obtain signed parent permis-
sion.    
 
Mrs. Mott 
Counselor 

It’s an exciting year in art at McGee! Pasco School 
District adopted K-12 art curriculum from Davis Art, 
“Explorations in Art.” This curriculum is developmental-
ly appropriate, engaging for students, and aligned with 
our standards. I also have the flexibility to include 
some favorite lessons unique to our school, such as 
the salmon art 4th graders are doing right now. At the 
same time, I’m exploring a variety of new lessons from 
the curriculum, introducing students to the new materi-
al. Questions? Email me at lhendrickson@psd1.org.  

I continue hosting “Open Studio” Thursdays during 
students’ lunch recess. Students enjoy access to a 
variety of art centers, including drawing, painting, clay, 
3D construction with found objects, origami, and fabric/
sewing. We appreciate donations of supplies for this 
program, especially: fabric scraps, cotton batting, gift 
wrap and scrapbook papers, and found objects (such 
as beads, buttons, and small electronic parts). Please 
bring donations to the front office and tell staff they’re 
for the art program...and Thank You! 

Finally, we’ve just replaced our old (inoperable) 
clay kiln with a new one -- more excitement! I’ll be 
meeting with district staff to review safety guidelines, 
supply purchases, running a test firing, and getting to 
know the new kiln this spring. We’ll build a stronger 
sculpture program at McGee that includes fired clay, 
as well as the work we’ve been doing with modeling 
clay, air dry clay, and other sculptural materials (such 
as wire and found objects). Every day is an adventure 
in McGee’s art program! 

Thank you for all you do to support McGee’s stu-
dent artists; the opportunities and encouragement you 
provide at home shows in their great creativity and will-
ingness to explore as artists at school! 

 
Laura Hendrickson 
Art Teacher 

Information 

 

PTO Board Members 
2017-2018 

President-Monica Soto 
Vice President-Mayra Sojo 
Treasurer-Delilah Cortez 
Secretary-Cara Payzant 
Volunteer Coordinator-open 
Communications  
Coordinator– Jenne Baker 
 

If you are interested in being  
Involved with the PTO,  
please contact us at  
mcgeevolunteers@yahoo.com 

mailto:lhendrickson@psd1.org

